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Amplitying Student Voices
at the Network 16 Youth
Leadership Summit

This event allowed students to build relationships with
peers from other schools and learn about mental health
and student advocacy.
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across Chicago’s South and Southwest Sides ascended to the 33rd floor of the Willis Tower
to take part in the District’s first-ever N16 Youth Leadership Summit. Held in partnership
with organizations such as After School Matters and Embarc Chicago, this event allowed
students to build relationships with peers from other schools and learn about topics such
as mental health and student advocacy.

BLOG

The entire event was student-led. Two students, Kaitlyn from Englewood STEM High
School and Jada from Goode STEM Academy, acted as the masters of ceremonies. In this
role, they introduced speakers like CPS CEO Pedro Martinez, moderated a panel discussion
on mental health, and kept the event flowing smoothly.

“I think this was an opportunity for me to speak up for kids who are scared to speak up
or don't want to speak up,” said Kaitlyn. “Being able to come to this event and connect
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fellow students at Goode shared their work to improve relations between security staff and
students. Kaitlyn and her peers at Englewood STEM outlined the steps they took to
advocate for students to be able to use microwaves in the lunchroom.

Students from Kelly College Prep shared their ideas for improving students’ mental health,
specifically in relation to high-stakes tests like the SAT. And students from Hubbard High
School walked the crowd through a mental health survey they designed, and received
hundreds of responses to, to gauge if students knew about the mental health resources
that were available to them.

While this was the first event of its kind, student attendees are already asking for it to
become annual because of the love and support they felt throughout the day. In the
meantime, they'll be able to take what they learned and spread it to improve their schools’
environments for all students.

“Students need to know that they’re not alone. Sometimes you have your darkest days, and
sometimes you have your brightest days, but you always get through them,” said Jada. “I
feel like we need to introduce what we learned to both the students and adults inside our
schools so everyone can feel supported.”

Check out photo highlights of the event below, and make sure to follow Network 16 on
Twitter @CPSNetwork16.
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CPS CEO Martinez kicked off the event by sharing his vision for increasing opportunities for
high school students
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The event drew a diverse group of students who were eager to get to know their peers from
other schools.
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Students bonded through a “tallest hat” competition led by Embarc Chicago.
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Kaitlyn and Jada, the two student emcees, led a panel discussion about mental health. The
panelists were a mix of CPS staff and experts from external partners.
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Students were encouraged to spend time meeting someone new!
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@ Teen Mental Health Week

We created activities teachers do. We will
be presenting these activities e hope that
some teachers try these things. W ated a slideshow
that will be posted on a bulletin bo: e the school so
students can learn about about teen mental health.

Students presented on their efforts to improve their school communities. Here, students from
Kelly College Prep share their idea for a Teen Mental Health Week.
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We can’t wait for more events like this one in the future!
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Take Five with Brian Cleary, Motor
Truck Driver for Facilities,
Warehousing, and Logistics Services

Brian is concluding his CPS career today
after 53 years of dedicated service.

26 September 2025

Take Five with Caroline Depcik, Deaf
and Hard-of-Hearing Itinerant Teacher
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31 October 2025

Take Five with Maureen Moroney,
Physical Therapist with the CPS Office
for Students with Disabilities

Dr. Moroney's main priority is to get her
students moving throughout their school
as safely and independently as possible.

12 September 2025

Take Five with Lillian Wilkins: Hotline
Support Representative in the Office
of Access and Enrollment

https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2022/april/amplifying-student-voices-at-the-network-16-youth-leadership-summit/

11/13


https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2026/march/take-five-brian-cleary/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2026/march/take-five-brian-cleary/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2026/march/take-five-brian-cleary/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2026/march/take-five-brian-cleary/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2026/march/take-five-brian-cleary/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2026/march/take-five-brian-cleary/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/october/take-five-maureen-moroney/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/october/take-five-maureen-moroney/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/october/take-five-maureen-moroney/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/october/take-five-maureen-moroney/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/october/take-five-maureen-moroney/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/october/take-five-maureen-moroney/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-caroline-depcik/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-caroline-depcik/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-caroline-depcik/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-caroline-depcik/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-caroline-depcik/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-lillian-wilkins/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-lillian-wilkins/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-lillian-wilkins/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-lillian-wilkins/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-lillian-wilkins/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-lillian-wilkins/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/
https://www.cps.edu/

11/3/26, 2:49 PM Amplifying Student Voices at the Network 16 Youth Leadership Summit | Chicago Public Schools

@ Chicago Public Schools
‘ Chicago —
) Public BLOG —
Schools

Was this page helpful?

YES NO

I CHICAGD

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

42 W. Madison Street
Chicago, IL 60602
773-553-1000

Contact CPS Support CPS
Department Directory Press Releases
Networks Media
Leadership Team Careers
Non-Discrimination Statement Procurement
What's New Policies & Rules

Web Accessibility

FOLLOW US:

000000

SUBSCRIBE:

9 Our Newsletter

https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2022/april/amplifying-student-voices-at-the-network-16-youth-leadership-summit/



https://www.cps.edu/about/contact-cps/
https://www.cps.edu/about/departments/
https://www.cps.edu/schools/networks/
https://www.cps.edu/about/leadership/
https://www.cps.edu/about/non-discrimination-statement/
https://www.cps.edu/about/whats-new-on-cps-edu/
https://www.childrenfirstfund.org/
https://www.cps.edu/press-releases/
https://www.cps.edu/media/
https://www.cps.edu/careers/
https://www.cps.edu/procurement/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/cps-policy-rules/
https://www.cps.edu/about/website-accessibility/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-caroline-depcik/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2025/september/take-five-caroline-depcik/
https://twitter.com/ChiPubSchools
https://www.facebook.com/chicagopublicschools
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChiPubSchools
https://www.instagram.com/chipubschools/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chicago-public-schools/
https://www.cps.edu/media/
https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/
https://www.cps.edu/

11/3/26, 2:49 PM Amplifying Student Voices at the Network 16 Youth Leadership Summit | Chicago Public Schools

@ Chicago Public Schools

Chicago
Public BLOG
Schools

https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/search/2022/april/amplifying-student-voices-at-the-network-16-youth-leadership-summit/ 13/13


https://www.cps.edu/sites/blog/
https://www.cps.edu/

